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faces in the gym

WoulD you like to Be iNCluDeD iN usa GyMNastiCs or tHe usa GyMNastiCs 
WeBsite For FaCes iN tHe GyM? seND a PHoto aND a ParaGraPH oF iNForMatioN to: 
publications@usa-gymnastics.org and we’ll select 10 gymnasts to publish in each issue of the 
magazine and a few more to post on the website at www.usa-gymnastics.org

    CaliForNia 
rHytHMs  
Los Angeles, California
California Rhythms Intermediate Group 
won second place at the 2008 National 
Group Championships in December. 
The gymnasts are coached by Iryna 
Zhuryenko at California Rhythms in Los 
Angeles, Calif.

     eMersoN 
rose Hurst
Jacksonville, 
Florida
Emerson, 8, is a Level 4 
gymnast. She just capped off 
her competitive season by 
winning floor, vault, and all-
around titles at the Florida 
State meet.  Emerson trains 
at Starlight Gymnastics and is 
coached by Cheri Gillikin and 
Kara Jankowski.

    NeBraska GolD GyMNastiCs
Omaha, Nebraska
The Level 6 Nebraska Gold team won the 2008 Nebraska State Championship. 
The team also produced three individual all-around titles and 15 first, second, 
or third place finishers in the individual events. The team was undefeated this 
season. Coaches are Barb Bottieri, Moe Zabawa, and Andi Berry.

    eMMa stalNaker aND eriN Davis
Denton, Texas
Achievers Gymnastics’ Emma Stalnaker, 11, and Erin Davis, 12, each won 
the title of 2008 Level 6 All-Around State Champion. Emma won the Jr. C 
Bronze division (36.425) and Erin won the Sr. B Silver division (36.85). L to 
R: Coach Rebekah Anderson, Emma, Erin, and Coach Chrissy Gattenby. 

        
  CourtNey 
WHiteHeaD
O’Fallon, Illinois
Courtney tied for 
first place all-around 
in 2007 at the 
Level 7 Illinois State 
Championship with a 
score of 37.800.  She 
was also the beam state 
champion with a score 
of 9.60.  She trains at 
Midwest Twisters with 
coaches Mickey Orr 
and Jenni Hayden.  She 
is currently training 
Level 8.

JiNGQi yaNG
Waltham, Massachusetts 
JingQi, 10, is a Level 6 gymnast at Rhythmic Dreams. Her 
coach is Ionela Majeri. JingQi won third place in the hoop 
event at the Rhythmic JO compulsory competition. Her Region 
4 team won first place.   

   aMaNDa kuo 
Newton Massachusetts
Amanda, 10 is a Level 8 gymnast at 
Rhythmic Dreams. Her coach is Ionela 
Majeri. Amanda placed fifth in the 
hoop event and seventh in ribbon at 
the Rhythmic JO optional competition. 
She’s also part of the 2008 Future Stars 
National team and will attend the 
training camp in Lake Placid.  

ryaN sHearMaN 
La Habra, California
Ryan, 7, is the Level 5 2008 
Region 1 Champion on parallel 
bars and was third in the all-
around, second on rings and 
high bar. Ryan is training Level 
6 at Eric Wills Gymnastics and is 
coached by Sameera Ekanyake.  
Last year he trained at Yorba 
Linda Gymnastics with Alexi and 
Valdimer.

    asHleiGH 
Pirtle 
Greensboro, NC
Ashleigh, 14, trains with 
Ultimate Air T&T from 
Tumblebees Ultimate Gym. She’s 
been a tumbler since she was 9 
and has ranked in the top 10 at 
the JO National Championships. 
Ashleigh is a Level 10 in both 
power tumbling and double-
mini.  Her coaches are Heather 
Carr and Scott Lineberry.
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   FliPPers GyM 
ProGraM
Avon, Ohio
Emmary Sharer, Katrina Ellis and 
Kamryn Sharer from Flippers 
Gym Program attended the 
AcroBasics Clinic held in Sidney, 
Ohio January 3.  The clinic was a 
fabulous experience. 

Healthy meals       

        deliver healthy minds

A child who is ill-equipped to learn because of hunger and poverty is more likely to be poor as an adult.  
As such, childhood hunger in the United States threatens future American prosperity.

At Tyson Foods, we believe it is important to support hunger–relief efforts across the country.

Since 2000, our company has donated more than 54 million pounds of protein to help those in need.

hungerrelief.tyson.com




